
 

 

            

Retribution  or  Restoration? 
Today’s first reading and the gospel speak of two kinds of justice: retributive justice 
and restorative justice. The gospel offers a very different picture of John from last 
week. Today he is a prisoner with a question, “Are you the one, or are we to wait for 
another?” If John did have doubts, it was because of the peaceful way that Jesus be-
haved, not at all like the violent revolutionary the Jews expected as their Messiah. John 
preached retributive justice – if people do something wrong, we punish them. That 
satisfies our need for what we think is justice. It just punishes the person, gets him out 
of sight. It doesn’t change the person. It restrains them. That’s how most people un-
derstand justice. Most people’s notion of purgatory and hell is based on retribution.  

The first reading speaks about another kind of justice: restorative justice. This is the 
way God does justice.  Isaiah’s prophecy tells us that God doesn’t come with punish-
ment but in fact He is going to love us, restore us, heal us and transform us by loving 
us unconditionally. God “punishes” us by loving us more! It is only love that transforms 
the human heart. Restorative justice is to restore people to who they really are at their 
best, to change their mind and their heart. This happens when people experience love. 
Retribution might be a starting point. This was John’s teaching. But Jesus leads us 
much farther than that. Those who understand that transformation takes place through 
restoration, those people are ‘greater’ than John the Baptist. Punishment is the best 
that the unenlightened mind can do. It doesn’t really waken the heart or change the 
soul.  

The third week of Advent is called ‘Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday’ reminding us of the cele-
bration of Christmas soon to come. The readings and text of today’s Mass are full of 
joy. When we reflect on God’s restorative justice we deepen our awareness that God 
does not love us because we are good; God loves us because God is good. And then 
we can be good because we draw upon such an Infinite Source.  Rejoice! 

           Adapted : M. Marsh,  José Antonio Pagola,  R. Rohr Homilies and Meditations 

Third Sunday of Advent Year A   

15th December 2019        Missal: p35       Eucharistic Prayer: 2 

  Holy Family Church   
  St  

                     Whitby Ave, Ingol  Preston PR2 3YP 
Tel:  01772 725193    E-mail: parish.priest2@btinternet.com 
Website: http://holyfamilyparish.weebly.com/ 
Priest:  Fr. Peter Draper (Tel: 725193) 
       

Sunday Mass:  11.00 am. 
Weekday Mass: Mon & Thur: 9.15am. (Other weekdays: 9.15am at St. Anthony’s)  
 

           Holy Family Primary school:  727471    Covenant Books: 735993  
      

  Lancaster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity Number 234331      

Holy Family Little Church      

   

“Go and tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, 

and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, and the 

dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the 

poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me." 
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Covenant Books  phone & fax 01772 735993 
Opening hours: Thursday & Friday 10am-4.00pm;   Saturday 10.00-12noon   



 

 

    

   
   

Last Weekend: Attendance 73 Offertory £140. Thank you for your generosity. 
   
     

       Masses received this week:  

 Edmund Starkie, June Owens, Eileen Arbuckle, Leonard Stevens, Mr & Mrs Atherton, Philip 
Atherton, Mr & Mrs P. Harvey, Alec Cornfield, William Hartley, William Devereux. 
 
 

Monday ‘Surgery’   

Fr. Peter will in Holy Family Church tomorrow (Monday) from 5.30-6.30pm  especially for 
anyone who wants a word about baptisms, weddings, Sacrament of Reconciliation etc.   

 

 

   

 

ADVENT DIARY 
   

15th December:  Annual Carols Concert in St. Anthony’s church at 2pm, followed by a 
Christmas singalong in the Social Centre with the ‘Lost and Found’ Community choir. 
With mince pies, tea/coffee, a craft stall and raffle. Proceeds to the Parkinson Society. 
Please let Angie know if you would like to help with the refreshments or want to donate 
a raffle prize. 
   

18th December Our annual Advent Service of Reconciliation with absolution, jointly 
with St. Anthony’s and St. Gregory’s will be held at St. Gregory’s Church at 7pm.  
   

23rd December Carols By Candlelight. In Holy Family Church at 7pm. Enjoy many 
traditional carols as well as a few surprises. Mince pies and hot drinks will be served 
after the service.    

 

Year of the Word 
2020 has been designated the Year of the Word with the theme ‘The God who Speaks’.  
Locally there is a series of talks at St Wilfrid’s Parish Centre, Preston on Thursdays of 
December, 7.30 – 9.30pm, More info at back of church or please contact Joe/Ruth on 
07957 566741 www.metanoiaproject.co.uk  
 

First Reconciliation and Holy Communion 
We will be starting preparation for these two great sacraments in the New Year.  Chil-
dren in Holy Family school will be contacted through school.  Parents of children in oth-
er schools should have a word with Fr. Peter to make sure they are included. 
   

         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Share-It Food Bank (at Holy Family) 

Sr Eileen and her elves have been busy making up amazing Christmas parcels for the 
needy!  They are sharing a meal together this Tuesday. 

 
Thank you for your donations. Christmas items are requested for the next few weeks 

e.g.    Small deodorants / toiletries     *   shampoos / shower gels  
* small sweet packs    *  mince pies   etc.  

 Th��� y�	 f�� y��� ���r�u� ����n�.      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Please remember in your prayers …. 
Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion, Rhoda Case, Bill York, Lawrence Dunnagan, 
Trevor Hughes, Claire, Peter Warden; 
    

those who have died recently:  Patricia Pilkington, Edmund Starkie, Julie Grice;   

   and those whose anniversaries occur around this time:  
Mary Ingleson, Margery Miller, Pauline Daly, Edward Walsh, Margaret Southworth, Sheila 
Hill, Agnes Riley, Kathleen (Babs) Marshall, Louis Baron, Elizabeth Waterfield, Lena Cragg, 
Helena Hodgson,   May they rest in peace.    

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 14th December 2019 

Sat 6.00pm St. Anthony  Margaret Burscough   

Sun 9.30am 

   11.00am  

St. Anthony 

Holy Family  

Arthur Golder  

Homer, Healy & Botham families 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Mon 9.15am Holy Family For our parish  

Tue 9.15am  St Anthony Eileen Arbuckle  

Wed  1.00pm  Holy Family  Funeral Mass: Julie Grice Reconciliation Service   

Thur 9.15am  St Anthony Thomas O’Kane  

Fri 9.15pm  

 6.30-7.30pm  

St Anthony  

Holy Family  

Edmund Starkie  

Exposition & Holy Communion 

Sat:  6.00pm   St. Anthony William Devereux  

Sun 9.30am 

   11.00am 
St. Anthony 
Holy Family 

Leonard Stevens 

Bernard Moore 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 


